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REVOLUTIONISING MALAYSIA'S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

KPJ Academic Health System to push boundaries of medical research and education

By JAY WONG

KUALA LUMPUR: KPJ Healthcare
Bhd, ia’s leading provider
of private healthcare services,
has launched its KPJ] Academic
Health System in a hid to estab-
lish education and research in
hospitals nationwide.

e launch was held yesterday
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre during the Malaysia
International Healthcare (MIH)
Megatrends 2024 conference.

Officiating the event was
Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad along with KPJ
Healthcare University chairman
Datuk Syed Mohamed Syed
Ibrahim and KP| Healthcare
chairman Tan Sri Dr Ismail
Bakar.

Dzulkefly lauded the system as
an initiative that brings meaning-
ful improvements to the nation’s
healthcare landscape.

“By advancing medical educa-
tion and research through collab-
oration between KPJ and KPJ
University, it enables us to focus
on population health, medical
research, and the continuous
development of our healthcare
professionals,” he said.

The Health Minister said that
by 2035, an estimated 15% of the
population will be over the age of
60.

“With that, comes a rise in
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) such as diabetes, heart
disease and cancer,” explained
Dzulkefly.

He added that with such chal-
lenges, the healthcare system

must adapt accordingly to
address the population’s health
challenges.

Syed Mohamed, who is also
Johor Corporation’s president
and chief executive, emphasised
the need to rethink and reima-
gine how healthcare works.

“It is no longer just about pro-
viding treatments, hospitals must
evolve beyond being mere treat-
ment centres by embracing cut-
ting-edge solutions such as artifi-
cial intelligence (Al)-driven diag-
nostics and personalised medi-
cine.”

He added that it was necessary
to shift the focus towards preven-
tive care and overall well-being
to help create a more sustainable
healthcare system.

“This vision is not born from
incremental improvements, it is
born from necessity and innova-
tion as Malaysia faces a turning
point with 45% of the nation’s
healthcare provision coming
from private hospitals.

“The KPJ Health Systern will
lead the way by bringing togeth-
er the brightest minds in health-
care by pushing the boundaries
of medical research and educa-
tion,” Syed Mohamed concluded.

Touted as a first of its kind in
the country, the latest KPJ
Academic Health System aims to
align itself with the country’s
long-term healthcare agenda of
creating a world-class healthcare

m.
The system now looks to
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! embed education and research

into hospitals to transform them
into centres of learning and dis-
covery so that practice and inno-
vation can go hand-in-hand.

Doing so will help to enhance
patient outcomes, foster continu-
ous professional development for
healthcare providers, and drive

undbreaking research to
sd‘odms current and future
healthcare challenges.

By embracing transformative
technologies like Al, quantum
computing and nanomedicine,
KPJ Healthcare is setting a new
standard for quality healthcare
services across the country,
driving improved patient
outcomes and fostering a new
generation of highly skilled

healthcare professionals.
This initiative contributes to

- the government’s efforts to

increase access to advanced
treatments, reduce healthcare
disparities and support the devel-
opment of specialised care cen-
u‘g:jl mc:lt will cater to complex

m cases, strengthening
Malaysia’s healthcare infrastrue-

ture.

The launch of the KPJ Health
Systern follows an internal soft
launch held a week earlier, dur-
ing which key internal stakehold-
ers were introduced to the sys-
tem’s vision.

The KPJ Health System is°
designed to benefit not only KPJ
Healthcare’s patients and staff
but also the broader community
through its research-driven
approach to healthcare and focus
on education.

This is through the integration
of three essential pillars: “to
heal”, “to teach” and “to discov-
er” which gives birth to the
organisation’s Care for Life man-
tra.

The healthcare event, MIH
Megatrends 2024, which takes
place from Oct 25-27, brings
together some 3,000 healthcare
industry-related players through
the collaborative efforts of the
Health Ministry, KP] Healthcare
and the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC).

MIH Megatrends 2024 was offi-
ciated by His Majesty Sultan
Ibrahim, King of Malaysia.



27 OKTOBER 2024

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT (AHAD)

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA

KERATAN AKHBAR

AKHBAR
MUKA SURAT
RUANGAN

NEW STRAITS TIMES

5

NATION

Fa)?
4 oo

= AMASA
@

International Healthcare

- CE
s Majesty Sultan Ibrahim, King of M i ing the

EVALUATE ALL ASPECTS

MINISTRY TO EXAMINE
MENTAL HEALTH LAWS |

This in relation to
mental health
issues raised by
individuals in court,
says Dzulkefly

NOR AIN MOHAMED RADHI

KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Health Ministry will
examine all factors, in-
cluding potential legisla-
tive amendments, in re-

.sponse to concerns about how

mental health is used in the jus-
tice system.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said it was too
early to make decisions, as the
matter needed scrutiny.

“We will discuss this in the min-
istry’s post-cabinet meeting and
consult with our legal advisers.

“While it's premature for
amendments, this issue is seri-
ous.

“We will evaluate all aspects,
including the potential need for
legislative changes if necessary,”
he said after the launch of the
Malaysia International Health-
care Megatrends 2024 event here
yesterday.

Dr Dzulkefly was responding to
growing public concern that
crimes committed by individuals
with mental health issues could
lead to inadequate justice for vic-
tims and their families, as offend-
ers might be d d mentally

Megatrends 2024 in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. With him are Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly
Ahmad (right) and KPJ Healthcare Bhd chairman Tan Sri Dr Ismail Bakar (left). NSTP PIC BY ASWAD! ALIAS

He said such cases were becom-
ing more frequent.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Muhammad Radzi Abu Has-
san said there was a need to fur-
ther examine these cases.

“There’smo justification for us-
ing mental health as the proof in
acase, it shouldn’t be that way.

“We take mental health seri-
ously and have guidelines in
place for addressing it.

“A wrongdoing remains a
wrongdoing,” he said.

Recently, a female driver who
crashed into two motorcycles re-
sulting in the deaths of three stu-
dents of Universjti Tekndlogi
Mara Dungun campus, was al-
leged to be mentally unstable.

Terengganu Health Depart-
ment director Datuk Dr Kase-
mani Embong said the woman
had no record of mental health
treatment.

On another matter, Dr Dzulke-
fly said his ministry was deter-
mined to advocate for- sustain-
able practices within the health-
care system, reflecting the ethos
of the Madani government.

He said this included address-
ing the social determinants of
health, reducing waste and pro-
moting green technology towards
protecting environmental, social
and personal health in future.

“As healthcare practitioners,
we are not only caretakers of in-
dividual health but also stewards
ofthe planet,

“The next frontier in healthcare
must be one where we align our
practices with the principles of
inability and stewardship.”

unfit for prosecution.

The event was launched by His

Majesty Sultan Ibrahim, King of
Malaysia.

Following the opening ceremo- |
ny, Sultan Ibrahim spent about |
30 minutes visiting the exhibi-
tion area, engaging with partic-
ipants and exhibitors. |

The event features over 100 ex-
hibitors from government agen- |
cies and the private sector, draw-
ing some 3,000 participants.

Organised by the ministry, in
collaboration with KPJ Health-
care Bhd and with the support of
the Malaysian Communications’ |
and Multimedia Commission, it
has been curated to showcase the |
latest advancements and trends
shaping the future of healthcare.

Present were Communications
Minister Fahmi Fadzil, Deputy
Health Minister Datuk Lukanis-
man Awang Sauni, the ministry’s
secretary-general Datuk Seri Suri-
ani Ahmad and KPJ Healthcare
chairman Tan Sri Dr Ismail Bakar.

Dr Dzulkefly said as Malaysians
forged ahead in the healthcare
landscape, they must embrace the
concept of patient-centred care.

“Today’s patients are more in-
formed and empowered than ev-
er before. They seek not only
treatment but also a partnership
in their health journey.

“The future of healthcare lies in
fostering these partnerships,
where patients are active partic-
ipants in their care.

“Our digital health transforma-
tion must serve our primary ob-
jective of patient centricity, and a
sustainable digital health ecosys-
tem must lead towards achieving
‘One Citizen One Record from
Womb to Tomb”.”
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